
Gibsonville Development Advisory Committee (GDAC) Meeting Notes 
Sept 20, 2017

Ninth GDAC Meeting.  In attendance were Ben Baxley, Neil Bromilow, Sean Dowell, Steve Harrison, 
Wanda Small, Dick Swank, and Lori Lacassagne.  Missing was Lance Wood.

Review of Prior Business 

Updates from the most current meeting are in green.  Items in black are as they were on prior meeting 
notes.

• July / August meeting notes have not been completed.  Meeting topics included a detailed 
review of GDAC current and future goals (primary discussion in both meetings), 
recommendations on $160,000 in grant money given to the town, and discussion about 
presentation of GMA charity money from the golf tournament.  To see details about these 
meetings, see the two Goals Overviews (GO) prepared by NB.  In order to simply Meeting 
Notes, future goals reported on this GO accounting have been removed from this accounting 
(unless there was action on the item).

Completed Items

 Website @ www.gibsonville.biz: By September meeting, website has delivered and is under 
review.  Website will continue to improve over time and evolve.  That said, today it is live.

 Signage Locations: May – August effort.  Highway 70 sign installed by our September meeting.
 Score:  As of June meeting, NB is now a member of the Greensboro Score group.  By 

September meeting, Score had done a review of Just for You and was lining up other businesses 
to work with (Lighting Etc, Bow Beaties, Handy Nandys).

GDAC Updates / Action Items: As outlined below.

 Generation of a List of Future Goals / Priorities / Appropriate Parties: Completed and being 
improve / updated to one list.

 Recent passing of Bobby Sharpe may put the fate of the highly visible 201 East Main Street 
building up in the air.  

GMA Updates / Action Items: As outlined below. 

 Short term focus on pending Fall Festival.  
 NB is new Vice President of the GMA after Tiffany recently stepped down.
 Physical Signage: Up at both the Gibsonville Park and Highway 70.  GDAC to consider final 

potential location at Northeast Park to cover all location recreation traffic.
 GMA to do an update list of all businesses, which will be provided to the town for the town 

website.

Town Action Items / : As outlined below.

 Chamber Membership: Town has joined the Alamance Chamber and is still unable to join the 
Guilford County Chamber



 Grant: The $160K grant will be spend on 1) a downtown bathroom; details TBD and 2) 
improvements to the library.  Town has money to improve the current library but is reluctant to 
do so until it is owner of the property.  Town has put an offer out to Guilford County Schools 
about acquiring this site.

 Community Center: Project should delivery sometime in / around October 2017.

New Business

Advertising: Town was to have an article in the newly published Seasons Magazine.  This was 
published on the date of our meeting.

Next Networking Event (March 12, 2018 from 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM): SD set up a first call with NC 
House Representative Jon Hardister, who was interested in this event.  Discussions included the below 
points:

• Focus of event will be Economic Development in outside metro areas.  
• If they will participate, panel to include the a statewide economic development "headliner", Jon, 

Dennis Riddell, Rick Gunn.  As requested, GDAC is let Jon take lead regarding panel 
invitations.

• Invitations will be made to folks in both Jon and Dennis' district.  These will include the mayors 
of each of the cities (big and small), business owners, financial sources, builders (single family 
development is one of the biggest businesses in more rural areas), area stakeholders, etc.

• For the panel discussion, GDAC will have taken questions from the audience before the event 
and Sean Dowell will ask these of the panel.  GDAC can put in our marketing who is going to 
be on the panel and 1) ask for an early submission of questions as well as 2) on the day of the 
event.

• An introduction by each panel member and short statement would certainly fit the start of the 
forum.

• We will want to allocate networking time before and after the presentation.  It is the after 
presentation discussions that are often the really interesting ones. 

Jon to make invitations and talk with us further about details afterward.  Further topics to discuss 
include details about invitations (who makes them, how, etc), press / media, and more.  

As a side note, Jon mentioned that relative to economic development, we should send letters of 
encouragement and information to those we wanted in the city.  He suggested that Mazda, Toyota, and 
Amazon were large groups with real interest in NC.

Video Marketing: Also discussed with Jon was a video project about the town.  A $2K budget from the 
town was offered if Jon would match this.  Jon was talking with UNCG staff about accomplishing this 
goal.

Next Meeting

Next Meeting: Next meeting will be October 18 from 2 – 3:30 PM.


