
Gibsonville Development Advisory Committee (GDAC) Meeting Notes 
May 17, 2017

Fifth GDAC Meeting.  In attendance were Ben Baxley, Sean Dowell, Steve Harrison, Lori Lacassagne, 
Wanda Small, Dick Swank, and Lance Wood.  Missing was Neil Bromilow and Mike Magnes.

Use of Prior Accepted Set Format: Below was used for the meetings structure, as agreed upon at our 
last meeting.

 General Discussion of Meeting Topics
 Review of Past Business
 Updates on the following topics and efforts: 1) Town Activity & Planning, 2) Gibsonville 

Merchants Association (GMA), 3) Parks & Recreation, 4) Real Estate / Recruiting / Economic 
Development, 5) CVB / Marketing, 6) Educational Efforts, 7) Current Events / Other.  

 New Business
 Review of Meeting, Priority Efforts, & To Do's

Review of Prior Business

GDAC Action Items of April 19.  Updates are in blue.  New additions are in purple.

 Website: Development of website by SD / LW with suggestions from full GDAC team.  
Presentation of a website outline and detailed discussion of topics GDAC wanted covered on an 
independent website.  More details are outlined below in meeting notes.

 Signage Locations: Locating land sites for physical signs to be done by WS and SD.  A meeting 
with the owner of Springwood @ Highway 70 land is arranged for May 23 with LL / SD.

 Minneola Mill Walk Through: Request by full committee to see the available space at Minneola 
Mill. SD to contact Tom Lindley and arrange access.  Since last meeting, SD and LW has toured 
this space.  This tour was to investigate both an office executive suites potential use as well as 
details to further market this site.  Arrangements for GDAC tour can be set up, when scheduled.

 Score: As local Score representation, NB to continue educational efforts with select merchants.
 Marketing (Residents): Generic marketing for town water and tax bill.  Also, a welcome page to 

be assembled by NB.
 Marketing (Business): Economic marketing and residential developers land report to be 

assemble by LW and SD.  

GMA Action Items: As of our last meeting, the GMA is in strategic planning in the immediate future.  

 Physical Signage: Following GDAC location finding for physical signs, the GMA will take over 
these efforts.  The GMA will incur the cost of installation and maintenance of signage.  This can 
be ordered through SD for cost reductions, due to bulk ordering of signs for Dowell 
Commercial Realty.

 Mebane / Gibsonville Merchants Connection.  SD had promised additional information and at 
this meeting presented direct contact information to the Mebanes Merchant Association to LL.

 Coupon Book
 Collection of information on town businesses and logos they would want used for website 

marketing.



Town Action Items: As outlined below

 Donated Furnishings: BB to assemble a list of furniture requested for donation and send this to 
other GDAC members.  Whether through Dolly / Furniture Market contacts or closing offices, 
GDAC to aid the town in locating requested donations.  Ben presented details on $55K in 
specific needs for this project.  This prompted the New Business Discussion point about fund 
raising efforts.

 Chamber Membership: Town to join both the Alamance and Guilford County Chamber of 
Commerce after approval the next budget.  Pending budget approval.

New Business

Town Updates: The city budget is pending but in this proposed budget BB has $1,500 for the GDAC 
committee usage. Ben also noted that the town was looking for $55K for the under construction 
Community Center.

GMA Update: LL / WS updated all that a furnishings group marketing document was being finalized, 
a GMA brochure was in the works, and that the Fall Festival was set.  It was also mentioned that a golf 
tournament / fundraiser was suggested by merchants as a means of further getting the Gibsonville 
brand out there.

Fundraiser: Pairing the towns needs for $55K and the idea of a golf tournament fundraiser was an 
interesting idea discussed.  SD / LW know the owner of a Gibsonville golf course and could inquire if a 
Friday could be “donated”; Since the GMA is a non-profit association, this could be a write off for this 
owner.  LW to discuss with a golf semi-pro associate if this could be pulled off in time for the July 
opening of the town's community center.  If so, this would have to be a matter of immediate action.  
Team to stay in contact about this between this GDAC meeting and the next.

Real Estate Update: See below.

Gibsonville School: Numerous parties of interest are “kicking around” this asset, per SD.  As proof of 
this, there was a tour at 3:30 PM that day with an experience historic contact.

Office Space Development: Short discussion about office space potential of Minneola Mill.  LW had 
toured this space and worked out a number of potential development scenarios.  More effort is under 
way on this matter.  Due to lack of time, this matter was tabled until future notice.  It was to be 
discussed independently between SH and LW in the short term.

Alamance Historic Community List Serve: Efforts are underway to streamline historic development in 
Alamance County.  All interested area and regional groups are putting forth staff for a pending meeting. 
SD is a part of this effort.

Marking Update: See below.

Common Website / Shared Calender: As of the last meeting, LW / SD have recently started a common 
website for the town overall.  At this meeting GDAC reviewed initial efforts and discussed other ideas / 
text for the website.  LL / WS offered to talk to the merchant's about getting copies of their logos and 
also collection of brief descriptive information about their businesses.  SH offered to aid in writing 
about any potential topics.  The full group was going to try and send available pictures.  It was 



suggested that pictures also be requested of town marketer, Ivan Cutler.  Website to be a public front for 
all and will also provide detailed information for the GMA and on the town (without limitations on who 
can be marketed).  

Physical Signage Near Recreation Areas: Signage has been discussed at Gibsonville's Park and also at 
Springwood Park.  Locations across from Springwood Park and at the corner of Springwood @ 
Highway 70 are both in discussions.  Considering this attempt at the same audience, SD inquired if 
GDAC would also considered signage at Northeast Park.  Depending on what locations can be 
arranged, it is worth figuring out a combined marketing campaign to this recreational audience.  The 
two or three signs can work in conjunction and attract a recreation audience from up to three different 
park venues.

Plans for 2017: As outlined below

 For a draft 2017 calendar, see the last meeting notes. 

Not Discussed by Worth Continued Mention

 Putting the downtown district and surrounding neighborhoods on the National Register.  Areas 
are study list now which means they are prequalified for this status.

 Downtown Murals Project
 Downtown Decorations of Metal Roses, Bugs, & Such.  Beechwood Metal Works.

Next Meeting

Next Meeting: Not declared by end of meeting.  Potential date of June 21 from 2 – 3:30 PM is being 
floated.

Reminder about Booking: BB's assistant Lori must be made aware of meetings in order to confirm booking of the conference room for these meetings.


