TOWN OF GIBSONVILLE

PLANNING BOARD

JANUARY 21, 2016

MINUTES

1) CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was opened by Chairman Harrison at 7:00pm.
2) ROLL CALL:  Present: Harrison, Merner, Swank, Heeter, Mann, Absent: Vincinanza
3) Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved as presented. (Motion: Swank, Second: Merner) 
4) Approval of Minutes: November minutes was approved by unanimous vote. (Motion: Swank, Second: Mann) 
5) New Business  
a) Land Development Plan – Subcommittee Update & Review
· Mr. Parker asked for Mr. Harrison to give an update his sub-committee.

· Mr. Harrison stated the board formed a sub-committee during the November meeting to look at environmental issues to help implement the Land Development Plan.

· Mr. Harrison stated that he has named the committee “The Sustainable Gibsonville Committee”.

· He explained that he met with Mr. Baxley and the public works director Rob Elliot to look at numbers on solid waste disposal and recycling.  

· Mr. Harrison stated he found that Gibsonville’s recycle rate is 15%.
· He explained that the national rate for recycling is 34%, and that Gibsonville is not even half way to the national average.

· Mr. Harrison stated that he and staff agreed that the town needs to do a public information campaign for residents to recycle more. 

·  He explained that the town has not sent out a recycling brochure with the water bills in three years, and stated the town is working on outreach.

· Mr. Harrison stated that we are throwing away 330 tons of garbage every year than we should to meet the national average.

· He explained that this will be the first thing the committee will look at.

· He stated the committee has not met yet, but has communicated with the other members. 

· Mr. Harrison stated he would put something together to have a public forum to gain more committee members. 
· He stated if the other board members have any ideas or comments to email him anytime.

· Mr. Swank asked to get other information from other neighboring towns and college towns.

· He asked if everyone in town has a recycling can.

· Mr. Harrison replied that whenever a new homeowner signs up for water, they receive a trash cart and recycling cart.

· Mr. Swank stated that it would be helpful to have organizations like the boys scouts to help the town.

· Mr. Harrison stated that he would notify everyone once a day is set aside for the public information session.

· Mr. Harrison asked for any other questions and none replied.

· Mr. Parker explained that during the last meeting reviewed the objectives and strategies for two topics.

· He stated the board would review section 5.6 Parks & Recreation, and Resources and Open Space.

· Mr. Harrison explained that all the actions listed in the spreadsheet are included in the Land Development Plan.
· Section 5.6A-1 strategy is to expand recreational facilities.

· Mr. Harrison stated the proposed gym located on Minneola St. will be great for the western part of town.

· For section 5.6A-3, Mr. Parker stated he was unaware of any Parks & Rec. Master Plan, but would check with the Mr. Dupree for any information.

· Section 5.6A-4, Mr. Parker stated that Southwest Park should be eliminated from the section, and that Gibsonville maintains Northeast Park. 
· Mr. Harrison stated 5.6B-1in an important strategy to link greenways to town facilities. 

· Mr. Parker explained our ordinance strives for interconnectivity, and requires all new developments to have a sidewalk on one side of the street. 

· Mr. Harrison also stated that town adopted a Pedestrian Plan a few years ago that the board could use as a source.

· Mr. Swank asked if any grants were available for the sidewalks and greenways.

· Mr. Parker replied that there are grants, but the selection process is very strict. 

· Mr. Swank asked what the town could do to pursue these grants.
· Mr. Parker explained he gets some of the information through the planners list serve, but does not get notified on all possible grants.

· He stated that there were steps in the Pedestrian Plan in applying for grants.

· Mr. Harrison stated it would be good to get alderman involved to get something accomplished. 

· Mr. Parker explained that towns Historic Commission oversees section 5.6C.

· Mr. Swank stated the importance of the town applying for grant money on several issues to help the town.

·  Mr. Harrison stated that the Main St. Program is a great resource. 
· Ms. Heeter asked if the town had anyone who writes grants.

· Mr. Parker explained that the town does not have that ability, but when competing for grants it is wise to hire a consultant.

· Mr. Harrison stated it would be good to have a sister town who is very similar to Gibsonville.

· Mr. Swank stated there are numerous things the board has to do, but can on take on one issue at a time. 
6)   Old Business 


(a)  Development Permit Activity 
· The board reviewed the permit activity from January.

(b)  Four Point Approach – Any Committee Updates
· Mr. Swank stated the Façade Committee will be meeting the following week to discuss new store front improvements.

· Mr. Harrison stated the Organization Committee still has not met yet, but found some duties of the committee.

· Mr. Swank explained that many committees are waiting on the downtown assessment being done by Rose & Assoc.

· He stated that Cathleen Rose will be presenting the findings at the Feb. alderman meeting.

7)   Public Comments

· Mr. Harrison asked for public comments and none replied.
8)   Adjournment 

· Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.
· (Motion: Swank, Second: Mann)

